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and other Parties, 90. On loth May, the resulting electors
appointed Sefior Azana as Head of the State.
During the whole of this period the most noteworthy
feature of the political situation (in almost all parts of Spain)
was the growth in power of the Left Wing. This was
demonstrated by the well-organized activities that were
calculated to gain further power for the Left. The action
of the Government in outlawing the Fascists was in itself a
signal that the Government were sympathetic to the Left.
The secretary of the Communist Party announced that
the Azana Government could only be regarded as Left-
Republican, and did not adequately represent the interests
of the workers and peasants who formed the bulk of the
population. The pact which served as an election platform,
he said, was inadequate, and apart from the amnesty and the
reinstatement of victimized workers, this pact did not
contain any real solution of the main questions of democratic
revolution. Expressing the opinion of Communists, he
admitted that the pact might for the moment alleviate the
hard lot of workers and peasants, but, above all, it might
create a situation from which a revolutionary Government
might evolve. He, therefore, advised his followers to
support the Government, so long as they carried out the
pact, and he advocated the continued existence of the
People's Front. " We have," he said, " a long road to
travel in the company of the Left Republicans."
In the second week of April a number of Communists
returned from Russia to Spain, and were given an official
welcome in the Town Hall of Madrid. In response to
appeals, some 5,000 motor cars met them at the railway
station, and they were accompanied by immense crowds
of people carrying red flags and banners showing the
hammer and sickle. What most surprised foreign observers